
The Challenges of Integrating 
Haredim into Academic Studies 

Eitan Regev *

Abstract

In the past few years, there has been an impressive growth in the number 
of Haredi (ultra-Orthodox) students in higher education, but their dropout 
rates, especially those of Haredi men are particularly high, with only half 
of them actually graduating. The majority of Haredi drop-outs study in 
colleges (primarily on Haredi campuses) where admission requirements 
are considerably more lenient, and at the Open University, where academic 
requirements are high but registration is open to all. The majority of Haredi 
students are admitted to academic studies without a matriculation diploma 
(bagrut) or psychometric exam score, and in many of cases, without even 
attending a pre-academic preparatory program (mechina). This leniency 
in the admission of Haredi students is a relatively new phenomenon and 
the result of a policy aimed at making academic studies more accessible to 
young Haredim. In 2014, 53 percent of Haredi students were accepted for 
academic studies without a bagrut or psychometric exam compared to only 
26 percent in 2000. 

In all sectors, and particularly among Haredim and Arab Israelis, the 
dropout rate among men is substantially higher than among women. These 
differences persist even after controlling for relevant variables such as study 
major, socioeconomic status, bagrut and psychometric score, age of student, 
and country of origin. An analysis by Haredi stream shows that women from 
the Lithuanian stream have the lowest dropout rates (about 29 percent), and 
the highest employment rate (73 percent). 

* Eitan Regev, Senior Researcher, Taub Center; PhD candidate, Department of Economics, 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. The author wishes to thank Adnan Mansour from the 
Central Bureau of Statistics for his assistance in providing the data, Shirley Yarin for her 
assistance in data processing, and Ravid Omessi from the Council for Higher Education for his 
useful comments.
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The fact that the majority of male Haredi students do not study core 
curriculum in high school substantially hinders their ability to complete an 
academic degree. It appears that without a change in their basic education, 
their dropout rates will remain high. Compared to non-Haredi students, 
their level of English (as a second language) is particularly low (an average 
gap of 20 points out of 100 on the psychometric exam). Nevertheless, 
suitable academic preparation and a supportive atmosphere during studies 
may improve chances of academic success. In public colleges, for example, 
the admission requirements are more rigid, support is more substantial 
(publicly-funded tutoring) and the variety of fields of study is greater. As 
a result, Haredi dropout rates from public colleges are significantly lower 
than from private colleges where Haredi students are offered only a small 
number of fields of study — about 90 percent of them study law or business 
administration.
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Introduction

In the past few years, there has been an impressive growth in the number 
of Haredi (ultra-Orthodox) students in higher education. Between 2008 and 
2014, the number of new Haredi students enrolled in academic institutions 
almost tripled, from 1,122 to 3,227 (Figure 1). In 2014, about 1,600 Haredi 
women and 450 Haredi men graduated with academic degrees, compared 
to 650 women and 200 men in 2012. Despite this substantial growth, the 
number of degree holders among young Haredim (especially among men) is 
still very low. As of 2014, only 2.4 percent of Haredi men and 8.3 percent of 
Haredi women aged 25-35 held academic degrees — compared to 28 percent 
of non-Haredi men and 43 percent of non-Haredi women. These figures are 
the result of a low level of enrollment in academic studies in previous years 
and high dropout rates.

Figure 1. Number of first-year Haredi students in  
academic institutions

Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center. 
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets. 

This chapter will track the study patterns of young Haredim: from bagrut 
entitlement, through enrollment in pre-academic programs (mechinas), to 
studies in academic institutions. At each of those points, we will present 
both enrollment and dropout rates, which were found to be extremely high. 
We will then examine the causes for the high dropout rates of Haredim from 
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academic studies. The last part of the paper will present (for the first time) 
an analysis by Haredi streams — distinguishing between four main streams: 
Lithuanian, Sephardic, Hasidic (excluding Chabad) and Chabad, and describe 
the differences between them in the context of acquisition of higher 
education. The summary will briefly discuss possible strategies to improve 
the success rate of Haredi students who are pursuing an academic degree.

Data sources and comparison to previous estimates
The database used in this study contains official administrative data from 
several public agencies — the Ministry of Education, the National Center 
for Testing and Evaluation (psychometric exam), universities and colleges 
(including data from pre-academic programs), the Council for Higher 
Education (degree recipients), the tax authority, the population registry, and 
the population census. All of these datasets were merged with the assistance 
of the Central Bureau of Statistics (using proxy identification numbers), to 
track the educational path of individuals who grew up in Israel, (Haredim 
and non-Haredim) from high school through various stations such as 
matriculation exams (bagrut), psychometric exams, pre-academic programs, 
academic studies, attainment of degree, and entry into the labor force. In 
addition, data from the Haredi schools were independently segmented into 
streams (with substantial help from sources within the Haredi sector). This 
list of Haredi schools by streams was also merged with the other databases 
(through the use of a proxy code assigned to each school) and enabled, 
for the first time, an analysis on the level of Haredi stream. The databases 
that were combined for the purposes of this study are: database of pupils 
grades 8 through 12 (1996 to 2010); database of matriculation exam scores by 
subject (1996 to 2014); database of psychometric exam scores (1996 to 2014);1 
database of students in pre-academic programs (2005 to 2012); database of 
degree recipients (2000 to 2014); a multi-annual database with information 
on students in universities and colleges (1996 to 2014); the database of 
reported incomes of the study population (2003 to 2013) and their parents 
(1999 to 2013); the population census (2008); the population registry (2014); 
and the list of Haredi schools segmented by streams.

As noted, the official administrative records show that, as of 2014, only 2.4 
percent of Haredi men and 8.3 percent of Haredi women in the 25-35-year-
old age group held academic degrees. These figures are significantly lower 
than previous estimates that relied on the Central Bureau of Statistics Labor 
Force Surveys — according to which 8 percent of Haredi men and 25 percent 

1 If the student took the test more than once, the highest score was chosen. 
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of Haredi women hold academic degrees. It is important to emphasize that 
the research population in this paper is relatively young (age 37 and under), 
and that the analysis refers only to people educated in the Israeli education 
system and does not include individuals who moved to Israel as adults. The 
data regarding degree holders also refers only to degrees earned in Israel and 
approved by the Council for Higher Education, and does not include degrees 
from academic institutions overseas. Even these differences, though, cannot 
explain this large gap. In order to understand the causes for these differences, 
one must note that previous analyses were based on surveys and samples, 
whereas the present study is completely based on official administrative 
data. Therefore, in this study, the figure for degree holders refers to those 
with recognized degrees from the Council for Higher Education, unlike in 
the Labor Force Surveys where a degree holder is anyone who claims to be 
one. This difference is all the more significant in the case of Haredi women, 
many of whom attend teachers’ seminars that grant teaching diplomas, 
and declare themselves to be degree holders. Even though this diploma is 
deemed equivalent to an academic degree, it is not recognized as such by the 
Council for Higher Education, and therefore these women are not defined in 
the current study as having earned academic degrees. Among Haredi men, 
part of the gap is explained by the fact that there are Haredi degree holders 
who moved to Israel from abroad as adults and, therefore, are not included 
in this study population.2

Another portion of the gap arises from the fact that in the present study 
Haredim are defined as those who were enrolled in the Haredi education 
system during high school (which is to say, schools under Haredi supervision), 
whereas in Labor Force Surveys Haredim are self-defined.3 Thus, the figures 
that are based on the Labor Force Surveys might include newly religious 
individuals who were educated in the state education system and embraced 
Haredi life as adults, who already held academic degrees. Furthermore, it 

2 In other sectors, and in particular in the Arab Israeli sector, it is common for individuals 
born in Israel to study for academic degrees abroad — but this is not a common phenomenon 
in the Haredi sector. In order to examine how much of the gap (compared with the labor 
force survey) can be attributed to the fact that our study population is comprised of Israeli-
born individuals only, we examined the share of degree holders among the Israeli-born who 
defined themselves as Haredim in the labor force survey. This figure was 6 percent for 2014 
compared to 8 percent of academic degree holders among the Haredi population including 
new immigrants. Which is to say, the fact that the study population includes only Israeli-born 
individuals can explain 2 percentage points out of a 5.5 percentage point gap between the 
share of degree holders in this study and the share as measured by labor force surveys.  

3 Religious Jews were designated as those who studied in the state-religious education 
system and secular as those who were educated in the state education system.

The Challenges of Integrating Haredim into Academic Studies 223223



cannot be ruled out that some of those sampled in the labor force survey 
claimed to be academic degree holders even though they were not. 

In any case, the important bottom line is that as of 2014, among young 
adults who were educated in the Haredi education system in Israel — the 
share of academic holders recognized by the Council for Higher Education 
was only 2.4 percent for men, and 8.3 percent for women (Figure 2). 

Figure 2. Share of academic degree holders, 2014
Ages 25-35, percent

Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center. 
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets. 

1. Enrollment and dropout rates
As noted, in recent years, there has been an impressive increase in the 
number of Haredi students, and the share of young Haredim (age 25-35) who 
have studied or are currently studying for academic degrees (8 percent of 
the men and 15 percent of the women) is considerably higher than the share 
of degree holders in the sector (Figure 3). However, relative to other sectors, 
it is still a very small share. Among secular women, the figure is about 62 
percent; among religious women, it is almost 59 percent; and, for young, 
Arab Israeli women, it is 32 percent. Similarly, among men from other 
sectors, the share of those who studied for academic degrees is much higher 
than the rate among Haredim: 47.3 percent among secular men, 43.3 percent 
among religious men and 15.6 percent among Arab Israeli men. 
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As we will show, some of those students (and former students) do not 
successfully complete their studies and drop out without earning degrees. 
Furthermore, many young individuals (from all sectors) who wish to become 
students attend pre-academic programs — yet dropout rates of Haredi men 
from these programs are also very high, and those who drop out do not even 
begin their academic studies.

Figure 3. Share of young adults who studied or are studying for a 
degree, 2014
Ages 25-35, percent

Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center. 
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets. 

The rate of matriculation certificate holders among young Haredim is 
very low: only 5 percent of Haredi men ages 19-35 are entitled to a bagrut 
certificate, compared to 50 percent of non-Haredi Jewish men and 24 
percent of Arab Israeli men (Figure 4). Among Haredi women, the rate is 16 
percent, compared to 65 percent among non-Haredi Jewish women and 42 
percent among Arab Israeli women. It is evident that in all sectors the share 
of women entitled to a bagrut is much higher than the share among men (55 
percent of the female population compared to 40 percent of the male, in the 
general population), and it is quite likely that this fact also contributes to the 
higher rates of graduation from academic studies among women.
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Figure 4. Bagrut status, 2014
Ages 19-30, percent

Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center. 
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets. 

To reduce the educational gaps that stem from the lack of core curriculum 
studies, many Haredim enroll in mechinas prior to beginning their higher 
education. Among Haredi men, about 42 percent of those who wish to pursue an 
academic degree enroll in mechinas, and 58 percent are admitted into academic 
studies without attending such a program (Figure 5).4 The share of Haredim 
enrolled in pre-academic programs is the highest of all sectors, but since most 
Haredi youth do not hold bagrut certificates, the question that arises is how 
are individuals who do not attend mechinas admitted to academic studies?5  

4 The intention to study for a higher degree was defined by initiating study in a pre-
academic program or an academic institution, which is to say, those who wish to earn 
academic degrees are all students who began a mechina, college or university. 

5 According to Israeli law, a student cannot be admitted to academic studies without a 
bagrut certificate or a pre-academic program (except for enrollment at the Open University). 
However, it appears that many Haredi students who do not have bagrut and did not attend a 
mechina — are still accepted to academic studies.
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Figure 5. Percent studying in pre-academic programs out of all 
those seeking higher education, 2005-2012

Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center. 
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets.

Among Haredi women, only 13 percent of those seeking an academic 
degree attend mechinas, and that is a low percentage relative to non-
Haredi female students. The difference between the high rate of Haredi men 
enrolled in these pre-academic programs and the rate of Haredi women is 
rooted in the fact that most Haredi women study core subjects while in high 
school, and thus fewer of them need pre-academic programs.6  

It is interesting to note that in all sectors, the percentage of men 
enrolled in mechinas (of those wishing to earn degrees) is higher than the 
percentage of women in these programs, even though their average score 
on the psychometric exam (from all sectors) is lower than the average score 
among male students.7 Fuchs (2016) shows that compared to men, a higher 

6 In conversations with the Council for Higher Education on this matter, it was found that 
many students without bagrut certificates, especially Haredi women, take the Szold exams in 
high school (which are very similar to the bagrut). Therefore, they only need an abbreviated 
mechina before beginning their academic studies. In many cases these preparatory programs 
are not reported.

7 As will be shown, it is likely that gender gaps in psychometric scores result, to a great 
extent, from the higher percentage of women taking the test. That is, for women, the average 
score also includes the scores of weaker students which lowers the overall average.
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percentage of women choose fields of study with more lenient admission 
requirements (including the score on the psychometric exam). This might 
explain, at least in part, why a higher percentage of male students require 
mechinas. However, there are most likely additional factors that contribute 
to this outcome, and a more detailed analysis of this issue is presented later.

It is important to remember that not everyone who enrolls in a mechina 
completes the program and continues to academic studies. An examination 
of dropout rates from mechinas (Figure 6) shows that all sectors have quite 
high dropout rates — which is likely to indicate that students in mechinas 
are weaker candidates for academic studies, and the preparatory programs 
serve as a filter sifting out those whose chances of completing a degree are 
relatively low. This hypothesis is supported by the fact that even among 
mechina students who complete the program, dropout rates from academic 
studies are higher than for those who go straight into degree studies. That 
is, even students who complete mechina programs and begin their degree 
studies are, on average, weaker than the rest of the student population.  

Figure 6. Share of drop-outs from pre-academic programs 
(mechinas)
By gender and sector, young adults who studied in a mechina 2005-2012 and 
did not continue on to academic studies (as of 2014), percent

Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center. 
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets.
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As noted, many individuals drop out at the mechina stage and do not 
begin their degree studies at all. Among Haredi men, dropout rates from 
mechinas are 47 percent and among Haredi women, 45 percent. These levels 
are not exceptional relative to other sectors, although they are higher. In all 
sectors, a higher percentage of men attend mechinas, and this means that 
the few women who enroll in mechinas are likely to be of lower abilities.  
This implies that the average abilities of women enrolled in mechinas are 
likely to be lower than the average abilities of men enrolled in them, and as 
a result the dropout rates from these programs would be higher for women. 
Indeed, in all sectors, the average psychometric scores of male students 
in mechinas are much higher than those of female students, and, among 
secular and religious Jews, the dropout rates of women from mechinas are 
higher than those of men. However, Among Arab Israelis and Haredim, the 
dropout rates of men from mechinas are higher than those of women. This 
can probably be attributed to the wider initial educational gaps (in favor 
of women) in these sectors: in the Haredi sector, most of the women study 
core subjects in high school and most of the men do not. In the Arab Israeli 
sector, the share of women with a bagrut certificate is much higher than 
that of men.

Among Haredim who do begin their academic studies, dropout rates are 
also high (Figure 7). A breakdown by sector shows that in all sectors, dropout 
rates of men are higher than those of women, and in the Haredi sector, the 
gaps are the highest (a 48 percent dropout rate for Haredi men compared 
to 29 percent for Haredi women). Among Arab Israelis, there are also wide 
gaps between dropout rates for men and women. This is consistent with 
the hypothesis proposed above that in these two sectors (Haredi and Arab 
Israeli), women begin their academic studies with a better initial educational 
background than men. 

The Challenges of Integrating Haredim into Academic Studies 229229



Figure 7. Share of drop-outs from academic studies
Students who began their academic studies before 2010 and ended them 
before 2014 without earning a degree, percent

Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center. 
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets.

In order to examine the extent to which gender gaps in dropout rates arise 
from differences in basic skills acquired at an earlier stage, we examined the 
relationship between gender and likelihood of dropping out, controlling for 
relevant variables such as study major, socioeconomic ranking of place of 
residence, bagrut and psychometric score, age, and the family’s country of 
origin. The analysis shows that even after controlling for these variables, the 
student’s gender has a significant influence on the likelihood of dropping out; 
that is, being male increases the likelihood of dropping out. Among secular 
students, the probability of dropping out was 6 percentage points higher for 
male students, and for Haredim it was 11 percentage points higher. 

Combined dropout rates — mechinas and degrees 
In order to calculate the combined dropout rate, that is, the rate of students 
who dropped out at the mechina stage and those who dropped out during 
their degree studies, the data was divided into three categories: 

1. Students who dropped out at the mechina stage: those who were 
enrolled in a mechina but did not begin academic studies.  
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2. Students who dropped out in the course of their degree studies (whether 
or not they had attended mechina): those who began studying in 2009 
or earlier and stopped their studies before 2014 without earning a 
degree. 

3. Students who successfully completed a degree: those who began 
studying for a degree in 2009 or earlier and earned their degree by the 
end of 2014 (or earlier). 

The combined dropout rates are presented in Figure 8. Among Haredi male 
students the weighted dropout rate is about 58 percent (almost 20 percent 
during mechina and about 38 percent during degree studies). Among non-
Haredi Jews, the rate is about 30 percent and among Arab Israelis, the rate is 
about 41 percent.

For female Haredi students, the weighted dropout rate is about 33 percent 
(6.1 percent during mechina; 27 percent during degree studies). Among non-
Haredi Jewish women the combined dropout rate is about 25 percent and 
among Arab Israeli women almost 26 percent. The combined dropout rates 
for women in all sectors are also much lower than the combined rates for 
men, particularly in the Haredi and Arab Israeli sectors.

Figure 8. Combined dropout rates from pre-academic and degree 
programs, 2005-2014

Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center. 
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets. 
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Causes for the high dropout rates

Among men and women from all sectors, male students who were accepted 
to academic studies without bagrut certificates and without psychometric 
exams have the highest dropout rates — 57 percent for women and 62 
percent for men (Figure 9). Dropout rates among students with only a bagrut 
certificate or only a psychometric exam are about 28 percent for women and 
35 percent for men. Dropout rates among students with both bagrut and 
psychometric exam scores are 17 percent for men and only 12 percent for 
women. It thus appears that the admission requirements of most academic 
institutions for a minimum bagrut and psychometric scores are effective 
filters and reduce the dropout risk. 

It is also evident that even after the type of academic screening is taken 
into account, dropout rates of women are still lower than those of men. It 
is important to recall in this context that the average psychometric score 
among men is actually higher than among women, because a smaller 
proportion of men are tested (and those are likely to belong to the upper 
end of the ability distribution). These figures, along with the previous 
econometric analysis, are likely to indicate the presence of additional, 
unobserved factors that lead to a higher percentage of women successfully 
completing their academic studies. It is possible, for example, that women 
have higher levels of persistence, determination and concentration, which 
lead to higher levels of success in academic studies. Another possibility is 
that women (on average) have higher levels of intelligence of a kind not 
reflected in psychometric scores but reflected in the ability to complete 
degree studies successfully.  

It is also interesting to note that of those female students without bagrut 
or psychometric scores, the dropout rates of Haredi students are the lowest 
of all sectors (38 percent). A likely explanation is that Haredi women  who 
are educated at institutions where bagrut exams are not taken, nevertheless  
at high school age they study at an equivalent or similar level to partial 
bagrut (whereas in the non-Haredi sector the lack of a bagrut certificate 
indicates low achievements in high school). In contrast, among Haredi male 
students without bagrut and psychometric scores, dropout rates are similar 
to the average among students from other sectors who do not have bagrut 
or psychometric scores (62 percent). 
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Figure 9. Dropout rate by student qualifications upon entrance 
to academic studies
Those who began before 2010 and ended before 2014 without earning a degree, 
percent

Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center. 
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets.
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When taking into account admissions screening at the time of registration 
for academic institutions, the Haredi sector’s dropout rates are not unusual 
compared to other sectors. However, upon examination of the registration 
data by sector, it emerges that Haredi students are not subject to the same 
admission requirements, and as a result, a very high percentage of them 
are admitted to academic studies without a bagrut certificate and without 
a psychometric exam. Some 57 percent of male Haredi students and 48 
percent of female Haredi students were accepted for academic studies 
without a bagrut or psychometric exam, compared to only 14 percent and 
11 percent respectively in the non-Haredi sector (Figure 10). These figures 
indicate that the main cause of the high dropout rates among Haredim is the 
lower admission requirements (relative to other sectors) which allow the 
admission of weaker students, with lower chances of completing a degree.

Figure 10. Distribution of students by minimum admissions 
requirements, 2010-2014

Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center. 
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets. 

An examination of trends over time shows that the exemptions given 
to Haredi students in admission requirements to academic studies are a 
relatively new phenomenon. In 2000, only 26 percent of Haredi students 
were accepted for academic studies without a bagrut or psychometric exam, 
whereas by 2014, that figure rose to 53 percent (Figure 11). On the other 
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hand, in the non-Haredi sector the share of students admitted without a 
bagrut or psychometric exam was only 5 percent in 2000 and 11 percent in 
2014. That is, in the non-Haredi sector there was also an increase. This rise 
can likely be attributed to the expansion of the higher education system, 
which most probably increased the relative share of students with weaker 
pre-admission profiles. However, their relative share among students from 
the non-Haredi sector is still quite low.

Figure 11. Percent of students accepted to academic studies 
without bagrut or psychometric exam scores

Source: Eitan Regev and Shirley Yarin, Taub Center.  
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets. 

Given the trends described above, the following question arises: in which 
academic institutions did the easing of admission requirements occur? 
Figure 12 shows that for Haredi students, the rise in the share of students 
who were accepted without bagrut or psychometric exam scores occurred 
at the academic colleges (from 18 percent in 2000 to 55 percent in 2014) and 
the colleges of education (from 36 percent in 2000 to 53 percent in 2014). At 
the universities, on the other hand, stricter admission requirements were 
maintained, and at the Open University registration was and remains open 
to all. 
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Figure 12. Percent of Haredi students accepted to academic 
studies without bagrut or psychometric exam score
By type of academic institution

Source: Eitan Regev and Shirley Yarin, Taub Center.  
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets.

It is important to note that the relative lowering of admission requirements 
for Haredim to colleges is more likely the result of the opening of new Haredi 
colleges with lower admission requirements than the result of a lowering 
of standards at older, established colleges that also serve the non-Haredi 
sector.8 Support for this is found in the fact that among non-Haredi students 
(who study in non-Haredi colleges), the rate of those admitted without a 
bagrut or psychometric exam was only 10 percent in 2014. If admission 
requirements were significantly lowered at colleges that serve Haredi and 
non-Haredi alike, one would expect to see a higher percentage of non-Haredi 
students admitted without bagrut or psychometric exams. 

An examination of the trends in the non-Haredi sector (Figure 13) shows 
no significant lowering of admission requirements to colleges, however at 
the Open University, the share of non-Haredi students who do not have 
bagrut diplomas or psychometric exams rose substantially. This increase 
does not stem from a policy change (because registration has always been 
open to all), but from a spike in the share of Israelis studying for academic 

8 Interviews with people involved in this area, including lecturers at Haredi colleges, 
indicate that admission requirements are very lenient and in some colleges, there are no 
requirements at all.
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degrees during the period examined. Upon examination of the admission 
requirements for Haredim enrolled in public academic colleges, it emerges 
that in 2014 there was a spike in the rate of those admitted without bagrut 
or psychometric exams (from 32 percent to 52 percent). The spike occurred 
mainly due to the opening of six new Haredi campuses with more lenient 
admission requirements that year and the admission of a large number of 
Haredi students. It is noteworthy that in private colleges as well (which also 
have Haredi campuses), there was a significant increase in the number of 
Haredi students, and a gradual rise in the share of students admitted without 
bagrut and psychometric exams (about 80 percent in 2014). The more 
moderate rise in the share of students in the non-Haredi sector admitted 
without bagrut and psychometric exams stems mainly from the increase in 
the relative share of students enrolled in colleges rather than universities. 
This point becomes clearer when examining the differences between 
student pre-admission qualifications upon entrance to colleges and those to 
universities (Appendix Figures 1a and 1b). 

Figure 13. Percent of non-Haredi students (Jews and Arab 
Israelis) accepted to academic studies without bagrut or 
psychometric
By type of academic institution

Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center. 
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets. 

The Challenges of Integrating Haredim into Academic Studies 237237



A look at the type of academic institution also contributes to an 
understanding of dropout rates. Among Haredi male students, the 
percentage enrolled at the Open University (as of 2014) was higher than 
the corresponding percentage in the non-Haredi sector (Figure 14), and in 
previous years the figure was even higher. As shown in Figure 15, dropout 
rates from the Open University are very high in all sectors. This is a natural 
outcome of the combination of a high academic level on the one hand 
and an open admission policy on the other. Relative to other institutions, 
studying at the Open University requires higher levels of self-discipline 
and the ability to study independently — qualities which not all students 
possess. It is also possible that some of the students enrolled in the Open 
University are not studying for degrees but for self-enrichment, and thus 
the high rate of individuals who fail to earn a degree is not solely the result 
of dropping out (although studying for self-enrichment alone is possible at 
other institutions, it is more accessible at the Open University). The high 
percentage of Haredi students at the Open University also contributes to the 
high dropout rate among them. 

The dropout rates of Haredi students enrolled in colleges of education are 
also very high at 59 percent, but that figure is less significant in the bigger 
picture since only 10 percent of Haredi students (men) are enrolled in colleges 
of education. The majority of Haredi students (54 percent) are enrolled 
in academic colleges, and there, too, their dropout rates are substantially 
higher than dropout rates from academic colleges in the non-Haredi sector 
(41 percent compared to 20 percent respectively) — although they are lower 
than the dropout rates of Haredi students at the Open University and colleges 
of education. The dropout rate of Haredi students at universities is only 16 
percent, compared to 12 percent in the non-Haredi sector. This may reflect 
the stricter admission policies that serve to reduce the number of future 
drop-outs.9 This is also most likely the reason for the small number of Haredi 
students at the universities: only 20 percent of Haredi students are enrolled 
in universities, compared to 35-45 percent for each of the other sectors. 

9 A comparison of the average psychometric scores of Haredi students enrolled in 
universities to those of Haredi students enrolled in colleges and at the Open University shows 
a significant gap in favor of the university students of 11 points (out of 100) in each one of the 
score components (English as a second language, math and verbal skills). 
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Figure 14. Distribution of students by type of academic 
institution, 2014
By gender and sector

Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center. 
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets.
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Figure 15. Dropout rates from degree studies
Students who began their academic studies before 2010 and ended them 
before 2014 without earning a degree, percent 

Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center. 
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets. 
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The dropout picture comes into focus when examining the institutional 
frameworks attended by those students who dropped out of degree studies. 
Of the Haredi students who began their academic studies by 2009, 48 percent 
had stopped studying before 2014 without earning a degree. The absolute 
majority of them were enrolled in academic colleges (21 percent of Haredi 
students) and at the Open University (19 percent). In other words, 83 of every 
100 Haredi students who dropped out were enrolled in an academic college 
or the Open University. The high representation of students from these 
institutions among Haredi dropouts, is a combination of a high percentage 
of Haredi students among their student population (compared to other 
sectors) and their more lenient admission requirements. Among women 
as well, a high percentage of dropouts are attending academic colleges. In 
this case, as well, it can be related to the colleges’ more lenient admission 
requirements for female Haredi students. 

Figure 16. Distribution of dropouts by type of academic 
institution
Students who began their academic studies before 2010 and ended them 
before 2014 without earning a degree 

The individual column figures add up to the share of students who have dropped out of studies from that 
group.  
Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center. 
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets.
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Dropout rates by study major

When examining the enrollment (Figure 17a and 17b) and dropout patterns 
of Haredi students by study major (Figure 18a and 18b), a strong relationship 
is found between the type of educational institution where the major is 
predominantly learned and the dropout rates in that major. The highest 
dropout rates were found in humanities and general social sciences (65 and 
63 percent respectively). These two subjects are studied mainly in teaching 
colleges (humanities) and at the Open University (social sciences, see Figure 
16) — institutions whose admission requirements are more lenient and 
dropout rates are higher. On the other hand, the subjects of engineering 
and architecture are studied mainly in public academic colleges, which 
have stricter admissions policies, and accordingly dropout rates of Haredim 
in these subjects are much lower (27 percent). Similarly, mathematics 
and computer sciences are studied mainly at the Open University, and 
the dropout rate from those fields is relatively high. In contrast, there are 
very few Haredi students studying law or business administration at the 
Open University — and therefore the dropout rates there are lower. These 
findings strengthen the claim that the kind of educational institution (and 
its admission requirements) has a significant impact on the likelihood of 
dropping out, even though there are other factors that impact dropout rates 
in each field of study — for example the difficulty level and its compatibility 
with the skills of the Haredi students. From the econometric analysis 
(Appendix Table 1) which controls for the field of study and the students’ 
characteristics, it is also apparent that the type of academic institution 
and the admissions requirements are the two factors which most affect the 
probability of dropping out. 
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Figure 17. Breakdown of Haredi students by academic institution 
and field of study
Aggregate number of students 2000-2014

Source: Eitan Regev and Shirley Yarin, Taub Center.  
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets. 
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Figure 18. Dropout rate by sector and fields of study
Those who began before 2010 and dropped out before 2014 prior to earning a 
degree, percent

Haredi men

Secular men

Arab Israeli men

Religious men
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Source: Eitan Regev and Shirley 
Yarin, Taub Center. Data: 
Central Bureau of Statistics, 
unified database of multiple 
administrative datasets. 

Figure 18. (continued) Dropout rate by sector and fields of study
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Dropouts from public colleges compared to private 
colleges 

All of the universities and colleges of education in Israel are public institutions 
funded by the Planning and Budgeting Committee; however some of the 
academic colleges are private institutions that do not receive public funding. 
As noted, 54 percent of male Haredi students and 42 percent of female 
Haredi students are enrolled in academic colleges (not including colleges of 
education). This makes it important to compare the dropout rates of Haredi 
students from public colleges and private colleges. As shown in Figure 19a, 
about two-thirds of female Haredi students in academic colleges are enrolled 
in public colleges, while more than half of male Haredi students are enrolled 
in private ones.  The dropout rates of Haredi students in public colleges are 
lower than those in private colleges: 36 percent in public colleges compared 
to 45 percent in private colleges among men, and 20 percent compared to 41 
percent among women (Figure 19). 

Figure 19a. Distribution of 
Haredi students in academic 
colleges by source of funding, 
2000-2014
Percent

 

Figure 19b. Dropout rate 
of Haredi students from 
academic colleges,* by source 
of funding
Percent

* Students who began their academic studies before 2010 and ended them before 2014  
without earning a degree.  
Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center. 
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets.
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These findings raise concern that private colleges, which are for-profit 
institutions, allow Haredi students with lower entrance level qualifications 
to begin their studies out of economic considerations. Indeed, between 2000 
and 2014, 79 percent of the male Haredi students in private colleges were 
accepted without psychometric exams or bagrut diplomas, compared to 
only 36 percent in public colleges. Further evidence of such considerations, 
is found in the differences between the study majors of Haredi students 
enrolled in public colleges and those in private colleges. In public colleges, 
52 percent of Haredi male students study engineering and architecture; 
16 percent study math and computer sciences; 13 percent study business 
administration; and, 11 percent study social sciences. In private colleges, the 
vast majority of male students study law and business administration (50 
percent and 43 percent, respectively). These differences are evident among 
female Haredi students as well. Among female Haredi students in public 
colleges, 37 percent study business administration; 20 percent study math 
and computer sciences; 15 percent study engineering and architecture; 
12 percent study paramedical professions; and, 10 percent study social 
sciences. In private colleges, however, the vast majority of female Haredi 
students study law and business administration (58 percent and 28 percent, 
respectively). 

It therefore can be said that private colleges focus on a small number of 
study majors for Haredi students and most of their students are concentrated 
in two main areas, of which the labor market is saturated (law and business 
administration). In contrast, public colleges tend to have a wider range of 
study majors with a more realistic professional orientation. For private 
colleges, the focus on law and business administration is more profitable, 
because classes have no space limitations (unlike sciences, for example, 
where the number of spaces is limited by the size of the laboratory). 
Therefore, private colleges have a greater incentive to admit a large number 
of students without significant filtering for the first year (and consequently 
with higher chances of dropping out), because they are not taking the place 
of other potential students. On the other hand, public colleges have a greater 
incentive to conduct a filtering process and prevent dropping out, because 
the number of places in each class is limited, and the higher the percentage 
of graduates, the greater the college’s profits.
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Sector and gender gaps in psychometric scores

There are significant gaps between the psychometric scores of Jewish and 
Arab Israeli exam takers, especially in English (as a second language) and 
verbal skills. The scores of Haredi students, though, are not much lower than 
those in the non-Haredi sector, but the reason is likely a significant selection 
bias. As shown previously, most of the students in the non-Haredi sector 
take the psychometric exam, while among Haredi students the percentage 
is much lower (32 percent). Since dropout rates of Haredi students who took 
the psychometric exam are significantly lower than those of Haredi students 
who did not take the exam, it is very plausible that those Haredi students 
who take the psychometric exams are stronger to begin with — which 
creates an upwards bias of the grade average. Nonetheless, the differences 
between the psychometric scores of Haredi and non-Haredi Jewish students 
provide important insights regarding the main weaknesses of Haredi 
students. Among both male and female Haredim, the weakest subject on 
the psychometric exams is English where their average score was 20 points 
lower (out of 100) than the average score of non-Haredi Jews (Figure 20).

Figure 20. Average psychometric scores by subject, 2000-2014
By gender and sector

The range of scores in each exam area is from 50 to 150.  
Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center. 
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets.
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As shown in Figure 21, in all sectors, the number of women who take 
the psychometric exam is considerably higher than the number of men. It 
is likely that this figure also indicates a selection bias: since more women 
take the test — including weaker students — their average scores are lower 
than the average among men, where fewer, and most probably, the stronger 
candidates take the exam.

Figure 21. Ratio of women to men taking the psychometric 
exams and the ratio of men’s scores to women’s, 2000-2014

Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center. 
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets.

Given that a higher share of women who enroll in academic studies relative 
to men — meaning that women with relatively low abilities also enroll in 
academic studies (as indicated by their lower average psychometric scores) 
— one might have expected higher dropout rates for women than for men. 
In fact, though, the opposite is the case. Again, this might indicate, inter 
alia, that women are more persistent and are less likely to quit (whether 
because of innate differences or social expectations). This explanation 
is consistent with the large gaps in favor of women in the rates of bagrut 
entitlement (55 percent among women compared to 40 percent among men). 
Another complementary explanation is that a higher percentage of male 
students major in the natural sciences — where the fields of study are more 
demanding, and dropout rates are higher. The power of this explanation is 
limited, though, because these significant differences in favor of women, 
persist even in an econometric analysis that controls for fields of study.
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In this context an interesting phenomenon was noted in the Haredi sector: 
among students who took the psychometric exam, the average scores of 
Haredi men who dropped out during their degree studies were higher than 
the scores of Haredi women who completed their degrees successfully (Figure 
22). This might indicate that the cause of Haredi male students dropping out 
stems not only from their weaker academic background (since Haredi women 
with equivalent or lower pre-admission qualifications managed to complete 
their degrees) but also from other difficulties, such as economic challenges, 
lower levels of perseverance, social pressures, or a shortage of information 
when they select their study major. It is also possible that women have an 
advantage in other relevant skills that are not reflected in psychometric 
scores. It is important to recall that unlike the men, Haredi women study 
core subjects and arrive at academic studies with better learning skills. They 
also have more social approval (relative to Haredi men) to acquire academic 
degrees so that they can be the family’s wage earners. 

Figure 22. Average psychometric scores of Haredi students by 
their degree status
Among students who began their studies before 2010

Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center. 
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets.
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Age at the start of academic studies 
A common belief is that one of the barriers that face Haredim who want to 
earn an academic degree is their relative late age of beginning, which makes 
it difficult for them to combine challenging academic studies with family life 
and economic pressure. Yet, an examination of the data shows that the entry 
age of Haredim to academic studies is not significantly different from that 
of other sectors (Figure 23). The average age at the beginning of academic 
studies among male Haredi students is 25, compared to 24.2 among secular 
students; for female Haredi students the average age is 22.6, compared to 
23.4 for female secular students. 

The average age at degree completion among Haredi students is identical 
to the average among non-Haredi Jews — 28.3 years.10 For female Haredi 
students the average age at degree completion is only 25.7 years — compared 
to 27.2 for female secular students, and 26 for female religious students 
(Appendix Figure 2).

Therefore, in contrast to the 
prevailing notion, there are no 
significant gaps between Haredim 
and non-Haredim with regard to 
the average age at the beginning 
of studies. However, we must 
remember that at the average age of 
graduation (28.3), the average Haredi 
student already has between two and 
three children, whereas the average 
secular student has no children 
yet. It is very possible that this fact 
makes it difficult for Haredi students 
to complete their academic studies. 
The fact that female Haredi students 
complete their studies at an average 
age of three years younger than the 
males may explain, at least in part, 
why the dropout rates of female 
Haredi students are significantly 
lower than those of male Haredim. 

10 The average length of studies for Haredi students who earned a degree is shorter than for 
non-Haredi students, because the share of non-Haredi students in four-year degree programs 
(engineering, for example) is higher.

Figure 23. Average age at start 
of first degree, 2000-2014

Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center. 
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database 
of multiple administrative datasets.
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2. Analysis by Haredi streams

The analysis to this point examined the Haredi sector as a homogeneous 
population, but, in fact, there are significant differences between the 
different streams that comprise the Haredi population. A distinction between 
them allows a more precise analysis, but few studies to date were able to 
make this distinction, and the few that have done so were based mainly on 
questionnaires and surveys with a relatively small number of observations. 
The present study (to the best of the author’s knowledge) is the first to 
analyze the data by streams based on administrative data which include the 
entire Haredi population (age 37 and under). 

The identification of Haredi streams was made possible through a 
classification of the Haredi supervised educational institutions of individuals 
in grades 7-12. Out of 520 institutions, where 230,000 Haredi boys and girls 
were enrolled in the relevant years, 480 institutions were successfully 
classified by stream including a total of roughly 200,000 Haredim in the 
relevant years. This population was divided into four main streams: 
Lithuanian, Sephardic, Hasidic (excluding Chabad), and Chabad. The analysis 
found that a small percentage (3 percent) of the sample population studied in 
institutions (listed under Haredi supervision) which are, in fact, not Haredi 
schools, but national-religious schools. Another 2 percent dropped out of 
the traditional Haredi institutions and transferred to specialized institutions 
(in some of which core curricula are taught), and therefore it is impossible to 
determine to which stream they belong.

An analysis of the data reveals that among men, most of those entitled to 
a bagrut certificate are in fact those who studied in the (Haredi supervised) 
institutions which are actually national-religious schools. The percent of 
bagrut qualification among men in the four main streams is only 1 percent 
(2 percent in Chabad institutions). A closer look shows that 11 percent of 
degree students who, at youth, attended Haredi supervised high schools – are 
actually national religious (and not Haredi) students. Since the rate of those 
with higher education is higher in the national religious sector, this means 
that they are overrepresented in the population of students who went to 
high schools listed under Haredi supervision. The addition of the national-
religious students moves the relevant indices of Haredi performance in 
academic studies upwards. When each stream is analyzed separately, and 
those from Haredi supervised national-religious schools are removed from 
the equation, lower performances are found. For instance, when national 
religious students are removed from the analysis, dropout rates of Haredi 
men from academic studies increase from 48 percent to 57 percent (Table 1).
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Table 1. Study and employment data for the main Haredi streams

National-
religious 
(in Haredi 
supervised 
schools)

Lithuanian Hasidic Sephardic Chabad

Employment 
rate (ages 25-35), 
2013

Men 60% 30% 40% 45% 51%

Women 81% 73% 60% 69% 72%

Bagrut 
entitlement 
(ages 19-35), 
2014

Men 40% 1% 1% 1% 2%

Women 69% 11% 0% 19% 66%

Students, now or 
in the past (ages 
25-35), 2014

Men 38% 7% 4% 6% 12%

Women 63% 15% 3% 14% 29%

Degree dropout 
rate*

Men 34% 58% 56% 57% 54%

Women 14% 29% 39% 41% 42%

Students 
accepted 
without bagrut 
or psychometric, 
2010-2014

Men 16% 76% 73% 76% 73%

Women 3% 59% 75% 47% 5%

University 
students, 2014

Men 29% 14% 13% 11% 11%

Women 37% 16% 22% 9% 11%

Share of the 
stream in the 
Haredi sector, 
2010

Total — 41.6% 29.7% 22.9% 5.9%

* Students who began their academic studies before 2010 and ended them before 2014 without earning a 
degree.  
Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center. 
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets. 
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Compared to the minimal share of bagrut certificates among men 
from the four main Haredi streams, among Haredi women there are clear 
differences between the different streams. About 66 percent of Chabad and 
19 percent of Sephardic Haredi women hold bagrut certificates, compared to 
11 percent of the Lithuanians and 4 percent of the Hasidic women. It is also 
noteworthy that even though the percent of Lithuanian Haredi women with 
bagrut qualification is only about half of the rate of Sephardic women, the 
rate of Lithuanian women enrolled in academic degree programs is slightly 
higher than that of Sephardic women (15 percent compared to 14 percent); 
and dropout rates of Lithuanian women are substantially lower than those 
of the Sephardic women — 29 percent compared to 41 percent, respectively. 

When examining by streams the rate of integration in academic studies, 
it becomes apparent that the data for Lithuanian and Sephardic Haredim 
is very similar. As mentioned, 15 percent of the Lithuanian women and 14 
percent of Sephardic women are (or were) students, compared to 7 percent 
of Lithuanian men and 6 percent for Sephardic men. The highest levels of 
integration were found among women and men from the Chabad stream (29 
percent and 12 percent, respectively), and the lowest rates of integration in 
academic studies were found in the Hasidic stream (excluding Chabad): only 
4 percent of the men and 3 percent of the women. As can be seen in Table 
1, for members of the national-religious community who studied in Haredi-
supervised institutions, the level of integration in academic studies is very 
similar to that of members of the national-religious community who studied 
in institutions under state-religious supervision (63 percent of women and 
38 percent of men). As noted, the fact that the level of integration of the 
national-religious in academic studies is substantially higher than those of 
Haredim tilts upward the overall figure for all students who at high school 
age attended institutions listed under Haredi supervision (at least officially).  

For Haredi students from all streams (except female students from the 
Chabad stream), their qualifications upon entrance to degree studies are very 
low. About 75 percent of them were accepted to academic studies without 
bagrut or psychometric exams; 18 percent were admitted on the basis of 
a psychometric exam only; and 3 percent on the basis of bagrut only. Only 
4 percent of all Haredi students have both bagrut and psychometric exam 
scores. Among Haredi women, the picture is a somewhat different. Students 
from the Chabad stream are a special case: the vast majority of them (95 
percent) have a bagrut qualification and/or psychometric scores. In the 
other streams, about half of the female students were accepted without 
bagrut diplomas or psychometric exams: 59 percent of the Lithuanian 
women and 46 percent of female students from the Sephardic and Hasidic 
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streams. Nonetheless, it is actually the female Lithuanian students who have 
the lowest dropout rates. This might indicate additional and substantial 
social and economic barriers (other than bagrut qualification) that lead to 
lower success rates among women from the Sephardic and Hasidic streams 
compared to the Lithuanians. 

In contrast to Haredi students, among students from Haredi-supervised 
national-religious high schools, the majority (84 percent of men and 97 
percent of women) were admitted to academic studies based on bagrut and/
or psychometric scores. 

In looking at dropout rates of Haredi students from the different streams, 
it appears that among men, there are no significant differences between 
streams. Dropout rates among male students from the Sephardic, Lithuanian, 
and Hasidic streams are 59 percent, 58 percent and 55 percent, respectively. 
It is possible that the somewhat lower dropout rates of students from the 
Hasidic stream result from the fact that a lower percentage of Hasidic men 
pursue an academic education. Once again, this may represent a selection 
bias in that the stronger students are those who seek higher education. 
Among the women, there is a substantial difference between the dropout 
rates of Sephardic and Hasidic students, (both at 41 percent), and that of 
Lithuanian students, which is only 29 percent. A closer look at the factors 
that contribute to the success of students from the Lithuanian stream might 
help in reducing the dropout rates from the other streams. Not surprisingly, 
the dropout rates of students from Haredi-supervised national religious 
high schools are significantly lower than the dropout rates of the Haredim, 
34 percent among men and only 14 percent among women.

A look at the employment patterns in each stream also provides insights 
about the motivation of Haredi youth pursuing academic degrees. It 
appears that among Haredim ages 25 to 35, there are significant differences 
between streams with regard to the division of wage earning responsibilities 
between the two spouses. Both in the Hasidic and the Lithuanian streams, 
the average couple holds one job between them, however in the Hasidic 
stream the average distribution between wife and husband is 60/40 percent, 
respectively, and among the Lithuanians the average distribution is 70/30 
percent, respectively. On the other hand, in the Sephardic stream and 
Chabad, combined employment rates are higher. Among Sephardic Haredim, 
the employment rate of women is 69 percent, and of men 45 percent, and, 
in Chabad, the figures are 72 percent and 51 percent, respectively. Not 
surprisingly, the employment rate of those who attended Haredi-supervised 
national religious high schools is substantially higher than the employment 
rates of Haredim — 81 percent among women and 60 percent among men.
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Conclusions and recommendations

While there has been an impressive growth in the number of Haredi students 
pursuing academic degrees in the last few years, there still are major 
challenges on the way to their successful integration into higher education 
and the labor force. The official data show that the share of degree holders 
among individuals who were educated at youth in the Haredi education 
system is much lower than traditional, survey based, estimates (which 
relied on self-reporting). In the 25-35 age group, only 2.4 percent of Haredi 
men and 8.3 percent of Haredi women hold academic degrees. In addition, 
dropout rates, especially for Haredi men, are particularly high and only half 
of them complete their degrees. 

Relative to non-Haredi students, a low percent of Haredi students study 
in universities, and a high percent attend academic colleges (especially 
Haredi campuses) and the Open University, where the academic level and 
requirements are high but registration is open to all. Among Haredi drop-
outs, 44 percent attended academic colleges and another 40 percent attended 
the Open University. Most Haredi students are admitted to academic studies 
without a bagrut or psychometric exam. This is not only due to the fact 
that most of them attend academic colleges but also because admission 
requirements of Haredi campuses are especially lenient relative to campuses 
in the non-Haredi sector. An examination of trends over time shows that 
the lenient admission requirements are a relatively new phenomenon. In 
2000, only 26 percent of Haredi students were accepted for academic studies 
without a bagrut or psychometric exam, whereas in 2014, that figure rose to 
53 percent. That trend resulting from the spike in the number of Haredim 
pursuing an academic degree presents major challenges and requires a 
unique response by academic institutions and the state. The fact that the 
majority of male Haredi students did not study core subjects at youth 
substantially impacts their ability to successfully complete an academic 
degree. It appears that without a change in their early basic education, their 
dropout rates will remain high. The problem is most evident in the subject of 
English (as a second language): a comparison of psychometric scores of non-
Haredi students and Haredi students shows a very large gap in the English 
section of the exam (20 points out of 100), compared to a 6-7 point gap in 
math and parity on the verbal skills section. Nevertheless, suitable academic 
preparation and a supportive academic environment during studies may 
improve the chances of academic success of Haredi students.  

The importance of pre-academic preparation and support during studies 
is reflected by the differences between the profiles of the Haredi students 
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in public and private colleges — where more than half and one-third of the 
male and female Haredi academic college students study, respectively. The 
dropout rates of male and female Haredi students from public colleges are 
significantly lower than in private colleges, the range of subjects is broader 
and oriented towards the natural sciences (compared to the focus on law and 
business administration in the private colleges), admission requirements 
are stricter and support is more substantial (publicly-funded tutoring). 
These findings raise concern that in private colleges the pre-admission 
qualification requirements for Haredi students are too lenient, out of 
economic considerations by the colleges: 79 percent of the Haredi students 
in private colleges are admitted without bagrut or psychometric exams. 

Analysis by Haredi streams shows that the level of integration in 
academic studies among Haredi men and women from the Chabad stream is 
the highest (29 percent among women and 15 percent among men). Among 
women belonging to the three other major streams (Lithuanian, Hasidic 
and Sephardic), Lithuanian women attend academic studies at the highest 
rate (15 percent), and their dropout rates are the lowest (29 percent) – even 
though their rate of bagrut entitlement is lower than that of Sephardic 
women. A possible explanation is the fact that, in the Lithuanian stream, 
women carry the burden of supporting the family more than in any other 
stream, and, therefore, they have stronger economic incentives to complete 
a degree.

The lenient admission requirements for Haredi campuses are part of a 
policy aimed at making academic education more accessible to members 
of the Haredi community — despite their more challenging educational 
background. It appears, though, that in some institutions (especially Haredi 
campuses in academic colleges), the admission requirements are too lenient, 
and as a result an excessively high percentage of Haredi students (especially 
men) drop out prior to completing a degree. In addition, 18 percent of all 
Haredi students are enrolled at the Open University (more than any other 
sector) and 86 percent of them drop out. This is because on the one hand the 
academic level and requirements at the Open University are high, while on 
the other hand registration is open to everyone. 

It might be advisable to reevaluate the filtering mechanisms for the entry 
into academic studies to balance more effectively the goal of increased 
integration of Haredim and maintaining more reasonable dropout rates. 
It might also be advisable to create supportive programs that would take 
into account the unique needs of Haredi students at the Open University in 
order to improve their chances of successfully completing their degrees. At 
the same time, it is necessary to increase the oversight of other institutions 
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and make sure they enforce enrollment in pre-academic preparatory 
programs (for students without bagrut) as a precondition for admission — in 
accordance with the law. On Haredi campuses, especially private colleges with 
particularly high dropout rates, it might be advisable to institute admission 
testing for those without bagrut and psychometric exams, to determine 
whether the student requires a long or abbreviated preparatory program 
before beginning their degree studies. As part of the complementary studies 
(academic preparatory program or other), special emphasis should be placed 
on improving the level of proficiency in English of Haredi students, where 
the gap between them and non-Haredi students is particularly wide. 

Another important point to take into account is that Haredi students 
begin studying for their degrees at the age of 25 (on average). This figure is 
similar to the start age among non-Haredi students, but in contrast to non-
Haredim, most Haredim at that age are already parents and are supporting 
families. The vast majority of Haredi students work while studying for their 
degrees, like their counterparts in the non-Haredi sector, but it appears that 
for the Haredi students the combined challenges of bridging the knowledge 
gaps while also working and raising a family — makes it extremely difficult 
to complete their degrees. It is therefore possible that economic assistance 
in the form of scholarships for Haredi students with children could possibly 
improve their success rates. 
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Appendix

Results of the regression analysis

As shown throughout the chapter, the two variables with the greatest 
impact on students’ chances of dropping out (for all sectors) are their pre-
admission qualifications (do they have a matriculation certificate and/or a 
psychometric exam score) and the type of institution where they study. It is 
important to note that, this study also tested models in which psychometric 
scores served as explanatory variables for dropping out. Their explanatory 
power proved to be small, because for most students in the general sector, 
the choice of study major and institution — two choices that are closely 
related to the likelihood of dropping out — are derived from  the options that 
become available given their psychometric score. In contrast, the type of 
institutional screening and the degree to which admission requirements are 
followed have a much more substantial impact on dropout rates. This being 
the case, and given that most Haredi students do not have matriculation 
certificates or psychometric scores, an econometric model was selected 
that does not include the scores which enabled the analysis to include 
5,000 Haredi students (rather than just 400 in the model that includes these 
scores). It should be noted that similar results were obtained using a model 
that takes matriculation and psychometric exam scores into account — and  
the impact of gender on the chances of dropping out was actually slightly 
stronger (for all sectors). However, as noted, the small number of Haredim 
with matriculation or psychometric exam scores reduces the explanatory 
power of this model for Haredi students (who are the focus of this study). 
Thus, the results of the second model will be presented here.

The regression results reaffirm the notion that the type of academic 
institution is highly correlated with the likelihood of dropping out. The 
chances of Open University students from the general sector dropping out 
are 50 percentage points higher compared to students at other universities 
— and the chances of Haredi Open University students dropping out are 62 
percentage points higher — than those of Haredi students studying at other 
universities. As noted, these results are not surprising given the combination 
of high academic level and open admissions. In this regard, the results for the 
colleges are actually more interesting: while in the general sector the chance 
of academic college students dropping out is only 5 percent higher than that 
of university students, in the Haredi sector the chance is 21 percent higher. 
This finding reinforces the argument that in many cases the 
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admissions requirement to the Haredi campuses in academic colleges are 
less demanding than those of general sector campuses.

When examining how student qualifications at entry to degree studies 
affect the likelihood of dropping out, one can see (unsurprisingly) that 
matriculation certificate reduces the dropout rate for all sectors. However, 
in the Haredi sector, the effect is smaller than in the general sector. As noted, 
this may be due to the fact that most Haredi women study core subjects but 
do not take the matriculation exams — meaning that for them, the lack of 
matriculation certificate does not necessarily testify to lower ability. Also, 
unlike the general sector, in the Haredi sector taking only the psychometric 
exam does not indicate better chances of completing the degree; but when 
Haredi students have both matriculation certificate and psychometric exam 
scores, their chances of dropping out are substantially lower.

The analysis reveals that, even after controlling for variables relevant to 
dropping out, such as student age, study major, parental education level, 
and socioeconomic status, gender has (in all sectors) a significant effect on 
the chances of successfully completing the degree — and men’s chances of 
dropping out are higher. For secular students, men’s chances of dropping 
out are 5 percentage points higher than those of women; in the non-Haredi 
religious sector men’s chances are 6 percentage points higher than those 
of women; among Arab Israelis they are 10 percentage points higher, and 
among Haredim they are 11 percentage points higher. 

Parental education level, especially father’s education level, has a small 
but significant effect on the chance of completing a degree: the higher the 
parents’ number of years of schooling, the smaller the chance that a student 
will drop out of school (though, again, the effect is small). Similarly, in 
most sectors, the chance of a student dropping out declines only slightly 
as parental income increases, and when the student comes from a locality 
belonging to a higher socioeconomic cluster. The fact that economic 
background has only a very small impact on the chances of successfully 
completing a degree is encouraging, as it shows that, once an individual has 
managed to be admitted to degree studies, economic background does not 
constitute a glass ceiling. Another finding that supports this is that, in all 
of the sectors, number of siblings has no effect on a student’s chances of 
completing his or her degree.

Among Jews, the student’s country of origin has a substantial impact on 
the chance of dropping out. Among secular students, immigrants of long-
term residence in Israel chances of dropping out are 4 percentage points 
lower than those of Israeli-born students. A possible explanation is that these 
are students who were born in the former Soviet Union, and thus may have a 
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stronger study ethic and come from families with an academic background. 
By contrast, among the religious and Haredim, the chances of immigrants 
dropping out are 4 percentage points higher than those of Israeli-born 
students. This may be due to differences between their countries of origin 
and those of secular immigrants. In the secular and Arab Israeli sectors, 
student age has a small but significant impact on the chance of dropping 
out — the older students are when they begin their studies, the greater their 
chances of dropping out.

When examining how student dropout rates are affected by choice of study 
major, one finds that, in the general population, the chances of students 
dropping out of fields in the sciences, such as engineering, architecture and 
medicine, are substantially lower than those of art students. It is reasonable 
to attribute this to the stricter screening that takes place in scientific subject 
areas. In business administration as well, the general population’s dropout 
rates appear to be relatively low. By contrast, in the Haredi sector it is hard 
to identify a specific study major in which attrition rates are significantly 
different from those of art (except for medicine, which is studied by very 
few Haredim). This finding also reinforces the argument that the main 
factors contributing to the high dropout rate among Haredim are the type of 
academic institution and its screening requirements.
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Appendix Table 1. Factors that influence likelihood of dropping 
out of academic studies
OLS regression results, dependent variable: did the student drop out of 
academic studies

Dependent variable Secular Religious Haredi Arab Israeli
Men 0.047*** 0.061*** 0.114*** 0.103***
Annual income of parents (in hundred 

thousands)

0 -0.004*** -0.012*** -0.004

Years of schooling (mother) 0 -0.002** -0.001 -0.003**
Years of schooling (father) -0.002*** -0.004*** -0.005*** -0.001
Long-time immigrant -0.043*** 0.049*** 0.041* 0.01
Father, Israeli-born -0.009*** -0.002 0.005 0.007
Age at start of academic studies 0.005*** 0.002 0 0.021***
Number of siblings 0 0.002 0.004 0
Socioeconomic cluster (1-10) -0.002** -0.004** -0.004 -0.004
Academic admission requirements: Difference in likelihood of dropping out compared to 
students without bagrut or psychometric exams
Bagrut only -0.155*** -0.15*** -0.074*** -0.108***
Psychometric only -0.109*** -0.088*** 0.003 -0.093***
Bagrut and psychometric -0.224*** -0.19*** -0.106*** -0.2***
Institution: Difference in likelihood of dropping out compared to university
Open University 0.52*** 0.512*** 0.618*** 0.483***
Academic college 0.038*** 0.066*** 0.213*** 0.064***
College of education 0.085*** 0.154*** 0.224*** 0.033***
Field of study: Difference in likelihood of dropping out compared to studying the arts
Engineering/Architecture -0.058*** -0.195*** -0.076 -0.107***
Education -0.061*** -0.185*** -0.057 -0.235***
Agriculture -0.052*** -0.192*** 0.141 -0.233**
Social science -0.045*** -0.142*** 0.041 -0.125***
Humanities 0.051*** -0.069*** 0.069 -0.038
Biological science -0.036*** -0.164*** 0.022 -0.137***
Physical science -0.014 -0.176*** 0.064 -0.111**
Medical paraprofessionals -0.087*** -0.178*** 0.082* -0.256***
Law 0.01*** -0.225*** 0.017 -0.24***
Math, Statistics, Computer science -0.026*** -0.145*** -0.018 -0.083**
Business/Management science -0.124*** -0.224*** -0.027 -0.126***
Medicine -0.098*** -0.211*** 0.279*** -0.294***
Languages, Literature, Regional 
studies

0.017 -0.153*** 0.035 -0.121***

Other 0.054** -0.131*** 0.174 0.502***
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Student qualifications upon entrance to degree studies in 
the different institutions

An examination of student qualifications in the different academic 
institutions shows that those at the Open University are the lowest: 76 
percent of the male Haredi students and 70 percent of female Haredi students 
do not have a bagrut certificate or psychometric exam scores, compared 
to 35 percent and 30 percent (respectively) in the non-Haredi sector. This 
figure is not surprising because the Open University is designed (inter alia) 
to allow even people without bagrut or psychometric exams the opportunity 
to pursue higher education.  

However, in academic colleges and teaching colleges, there are also 
substantial differences between the profiles of Haredi students and other 
students: 61 percent of the male Haredi students and 46 percent of female 
Haredi students attending academic colleges do not have bagrut certificates 
or psychometric exams relative to 8 percent of male and 12 percent of female 
non-Haredi students (Jews and Arab Israelis) attending similar institutions. 
In teaching colleges, there are also large gaps between the qualifications of 
Haredi students and those of non-Haredi students. In contrast, it appears 
that in universities the adherence to admission requirements is stricter, 
and only 22 percent of the male and 19 percent of female Haredi students 
enrolled in universities were accepted without a bagrut or psychometric 
exams (compared to 2 percent of male and female non-Haredi enrolled in 
universities). It thus appears that of all types of academic institutions, the 
colleges are the ones that present the most lenient admission requirements 
to the Haredim relative to the non-Haredim. 
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Appendix Figure 1. Student qualifications upon admission to 
academic institution
By sector and type of academic institution

Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center. 

Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets.
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Appendix Figure 2. Bagrut qualification among 19-35-year-old 
age group, 2014
By Haredi stream and gender, percent

Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center.  
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets.

Appendix Figure 3. Share of students and young adults who have 
studied for an academic degree, 2014
By Haredi stream and gender, ages 25-35, percent

Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center.  

Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets.
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Appendix Figure 4. Share of students admitted to academic 
studies without bagrut or psychometric, 2000-2014
By Haredi stream and gender, percent

 

Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center.  
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets.

Appendix Figure 5. Dropout rate from academic studies, by 
Haredi stream and gender
Those who began between 2000 and 2009 and dropped out before 2014 prior to 
earning a degree, percent

Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center.  
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets.
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Appendix Figure 6. Employment rate among 25-35-year-olds, 
2013
By Haredi stream and gender

Source: Eitan Regev, Taub Center.  
Data: Central Bureau of Statistics, unified database of multiple administrative datasets.
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