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Israel’s population
growth marked a new low 
in 2025, increasing by just 
0.9 percent, Prof. Alex 
Weinreb, research director 
at the Taub Center for Social 
Policy Studies and an expert 
in demography, estimated 
in the chapter on population 
appearing in the center’s 
annual State of the Nation 
Report 2025.

He ascribes the drop prin­
cipally to a decline in the 
birthrate and rising mortal­
ity, but mainly to net nega­
tive migration. Taub calls 
2025 a turning point year re­
garding demographic trends 
in Israel. Before the Gaza 
war broke out in 2023, the 
population typically grew 
between 1.9 and 2 percent 
annually, a pace unlikely to 
return in the future. Going 
forward, Israel will need to 
attract large numbers of im­
migrants to maintain lower 
growth rates.

Israel’s high rate of popu­
lation growth over the past 
decades had important mac­
roeconomic effects. Demo­
graphic growth increased 
the youth’s percentage of the 
overall population, which in 
turn contributed to high la­
bor force growth which in 
turn encouraged economic 
growth.
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Israeli economic growth 
over the previous decade 
had ranged between 3 and 4 
percent annually, but when 
measured on a per capita 
basis (gross domestic prod­
uct per person), the rate of 
growth was slower due to 
Israel’s fast-growing popu­
lation.

The slowdown in popula­
tion growth is likely, on the 
one hand, to weigh on over­
all economic growth, espe­
cially if it impinges on the

most skilled and productive 
workers. On the other hand, 
at least mathematically, 
when population increases 
more slowly, per capita GDP 
is likely to grow faster.

The Taub Institute called 
the estimated 0.9 percent 
rise in population “an un­
precedented decline.” It not­
ed that since the establish­
ment of the state, population 
growth has only declined to 
less than 1.5 percent annu­
ally twice, to 1.45 percent
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in 1982 and 1.35 percent the 
year after. However, the of­
ficial Central Bureau of Sta­
tistics figure for 2024 was an 
even lower 1.1 percent.

Population growth is 
determined by mortality 
(deaths), fertility (births) 
and migration (people com­
ing and going). Weinreb’s 
analysis shows that each 
of these three components 
has undergone significant
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